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Grade VI I I  -  English     

Lesson 3.  Macavity:  The Myst ery Cat   

 

 

 

 

  The poem is a descr ipt ion of  a villainous char act er , Macavit y, a cr iminal who is so skilled 

in commit t ing cr ime, t hat  no one can ever  f ind him. For  whenever  t hey  r each t he cr ime scene, 

he' s not  t her e. 

  Macavit y is called t he ' myst er y cat '  and t he ' hidden paw'  because he is a gr eat  cr iminal. 

He' s def ied many laws and has baf f led t he Scot land Yar d and t he Flying Squad. 

  The poet  believes t hat  t her e is no one like Macavit y, f or  t her e is no r ule open could t hink 

of  t hat  he has not  br oken. He has managed t o challenges even t he laws of  nat ur e, as he can 

f loat  in t he air  wit hout  any suppor t . One may look f or  him in t he basement  or  in t he sky, but  one 

t hing t hat  is f or  sur e is t hat  he would never  be f ound. 

  Macavit y is also called t he ginger  cat . He is ver y t all and t hin. I t  is not  ver y dif f icult  t o 

r ecognise him, as he has ver y sunken eyes. His eyebr ows ar e deeply lined because of  const ant  

plot t ing and st r at egising.  He could also be r ecognised by sheer  self -neglect . His coat  is dust y 

and his whisker s  ar e uncombed. He would move his head f r om side t o side like a snake. And 

when you t hink he’s sleeping, he’s mer ely pr et ending. He is act ually aler t  all t he t ime. 

  Ther e is j ust  no one like Macavit y. He is act ually a devil inhabit ing a cat ’s body. One may 

meet  him her e or  t her e, but  on t he cr ime scene, he would never  be t her e. 

 

 

 

 

Macavit y’s a Myst er y cat : he’s called t he Hidden Paw For  he’s t he mast er  cr iminal who can def y 

                                                                  The Law. 

He’s t he baf f lement  of  Scot land Yar d, 

The f lying Squar d’s despair : 

For  when t hey r each t he scene of  

Cr ime-Macavit y’s not  t her e! 

Poet ry 

Soul of  the Poem 

St anzawise Explanat ion of  The Poem 
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Ref erence :  

  The above lines have been t aken f r om t he poem, ‘Macavit y: The Myst er y Cat ’, composed 

by t he 20t h cent ur y moder nist  poet , TS Eilot . 

Cont ext  :  

  The poet  highlight s how Macavit y  is r esponsible f or  t he bewilder ment  f aced by t he 

police. 

Explanat ion : 

  Macavit y is called a myst er y cat . I t  is believed t hat  he has a ‘hidden paw’ or  a hidden 

f oot  which helps him in escaping t he cr ime scene in no t ime. He is called a mast er  cr iminal who 

has baf f led t he police, Scot land Yar d and t he Flying Squad. No mat t er  when t he police r eaches 

t he cr ime scene, Macavit y has alr eady f led.  

 

 

 

Macavit y, Macavit y, t her e’s no one like Macavit y, 

He’s br oken ever y humen law, 

He br eaks t he law of  gr avit y. 

His power s of  levit at ion would make a f akir  

St ar e, 

And when you r each t he scene of  

Cr ime- Macavit y’s not  t her e! 

You may seek him in t he basement  

You may look up in t he air , 

But  I  t ell you once nd once again, 

Macavit y’s not  t her e! 

Ref erence :   

  Same as above  

Cont ext  :   

 The poet  highlight s t he char act er ist ics of  Macavit y. 

Explanat ion : 

  The poet  descr ibes how t her e’s no one like Macavit y. He has br oken each and ever y law. 

He has even br oken t he nat ur al laws, like t he law of  gr avit y. I t  means t hat  it s was believed t hat  
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he could f loat  in t he air  wit hout  any suppor t . Seeing him escape t he cr ime scene, anybody would 

st ar e. Anyone could look f or  him in t he sky or  in t he dept hs f  t he Ear t h, but  Macavit y cannot  be 

f ound. 

 

 

 

Macavit y’s a ginger  cat , he;s ver y t all and t hin; 

You would know him if  you saw him, 

For  his eyes ar e sunken in. 

His br ow is deeply lined wit h t hought , his head 

I s highly domed; 

His coat  is dust y f r om neglect , his whisker s ar e 

Uncombed. He sways his head f r om side t o side, 

Wit h movement s like a snake; 

And when you t hink he’s half  asleep he’s always 

Wide awake. 

Ref erence :  

  Same as above 

Cont ext  :  

  I n t hese lines, t he poet  descr ibes t he appear ance of  Macavit y. 

Explanat ion :   

  I n t hese lines, Macavit y is called a ginger  cat . He is unique in t he way he looks and t he 

way he does ever yt hing. He is t all and t hin. He has sunken eyes. His eyebr ows ar e deeply lined 

because of  const ant  t hinking, plot t ing and st r at egising. His head is highly domed. He doesn’t  

t ake much car e of  his appear ance and t her ef or e his coat  is always dust y and whisker s ar e 

uncombed. His head moves f r om side t o side like t he movement s of  a snake. Anybody could 

r ecognise him if  t hey keep in mind t hese char act er ist ics. Yet , he goes unt r aced t he cr ime 

scene. This is so because he is also ver y clever  and aler t . When people t hink he is sleeping, he is 

mer ely pr et ending. 
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Macavit y, Macavit y, t her e’s no one like 

Macavit y, For  he’s a f iend in f eline shape, a 

Monst er  of  depr avit y. 

You may meet  him in a by st r eet , you may 

see him in t he squar e- 

But  when a cr ime’s discover ed t hen 

Macavit y’s not -t her e! 

Ref erence  :  

  Same as above 

Concept   :  

  The poet  in t hese lines sums up low it  is j ust  impossible t o cat ch hold of  Macavit y. 

Explanat ion :  

  The poet  calls macavit y unique. He is a devil in t he f or m of  a cat . He is mor ally cor r upt  

and t he monst er  of  cor r upt ion. One may f ind him in a by-st r eet , near  t he squar e, her e or  t her e, 

but  on t he cr ime scene, he’s never  t her e. No one can ever  cat ch hold of  Macavit y. 

 

 

 

 

 

1.  Read the f irst  st anza and think.  

  (i) I s Macavit y a cat  really? 

    I n t he poem, Macavit y is a cat . 

  (ii) I f  not ,  who can Macavit y be? 

    I f  not  j ust  a cat , Macavit y is a mast er  cr iminal. 

2.  Complet e t he f ollowing sentences.  

  (i) A maset er criminal  is one who……………… 

  (ii) The Scot land Yard is baf f led because………. .  

  (iii) ………. because Macavit y moves much f aster t han them.   

  (i) Never  get s caught  

St anza 4 
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 (ii) No mat t er  what  t hey do, t hey ar e unable t o get  hold of  macavit y. 

  (iii)The Flying Squad is unable t o f ind Macavit y 

3.  “A cat ,  I  am sure,  could walk on a cloud wit hout  coming through”.  (Jules Verne) 

    Which law is Macavit y breaking in the light  of  the comment  above? 

  Macavit y is br eaking t he law of  gr avit y. 

4.  Read stanza 3 and then,  describe Macavityin t wo or t hree sentences of  your own.  

  Macavit y is t all and t hin. He has sunken eyes and deep eyebr ows. He has a dust y coat  

ands his whisker s ar e never  combed. He is always aler t , even when people t hink t hat  he is 

sleeping. 

5.  Say ‘True’or ‘False’ f or each of  the f ollowing st at ement s.  

  (i) Macavit y is not  an or dinar y cat . 

  (ii) Macavit y cannot  do what  a f akir  can easily do. 

  (iii) Macavit y has super nat ur al power s. 

  (iv) Macavit y is well-dr essed, smar t  and br ight . 

  (v) Macavit y is a spy, a t r ickst er  and a cr iminal, all r olled in one. 

(i) Tr ue (ii) False (iii) False (iv) False (v) Tr ue 

 

6.  Having read t he poem,  t ry t o guess whet her t he poet  is f ond of  cat s.  I f  so,  why does  

   he call Macavit y a f iend and monst er? 

  I t  is possible t hat  t he poet  is f ond of  cat s. That  could be t he r eason f or  t he poet  

composing a poem det ailing a cat . At  t he same t ime, t he cat  could be t he poet ’s met aphor  f or  

t alking about  people who ar e mor ally depr ived and cr iminals. Ther ef or e, he uses t he wor ds f iend 

and monst er s. Such people appear  commonplace and or dinar y, but  t r ick ot her s in no t ime. 

7.  Has t he poet  used exaggerat ion f or special ef f ect ? Find a f ew examples of  it  and read  

   t hose lines aloud.  

  Yes, exagger at ion is a ver y helpf ul poet ic device. The poet  has employed t his device in 

t he f ollowing inst ances. 

  (a) He’s t he baf f lement  of  t he Scot aland Yar d. 

  (b) His power s of  levit at on would make a f akir  st ar e. 

  (c) He’s a f iend in a f eline shape. 
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1.  What  is Macavit y called? 

  Macavit y is called a Myst er y Cat . 

2.  Where Macavit y could never be f ound? 

  Macavit y could never  be f ound on t he cr ime scene. 

3.  What  does Macavit y do when people think he’s half  sleep? 

  When people t hink Macavit y’s half  asleep, he’s act ually wide awake. 

4.  List  all the t it les used in the poem t o describe Macavit y.  

  (a) Myst er y cat         (b) A hidden paw    (c) A ginger  cat    

  (d) Fiend in a f eline shape  (e)Monst er  of  depr avit y 

5.  Which all laws have been broken by Macavit y? 

  Macavit y has br oken ever y human law as well as t he law of  gr avit y. 

 

 

 

1.  How can one recognise Macavit y? 

  I f  t her e is someone who has sunken eyes and a deeply lined f or ehead; whose coat  is 

dust y and whisker s uncombed, one should be sur e t hat  he is encount er ing Macavit y. I n addit ion 

t o t his, Macavit y’s head always moves f r om side-t o-side like t he movement  of  t he snake. 

2.  What  does t he poet  reveal about  Macavity in t he f inal st anzaof  the poem ? 

 I n t he f inal st anza of  t he poem, t he poet  calls Macavit y t he monst er  of  depr avit y, which 

means t hat  he is mor ally cor r upt  and degr aded. The poet  also calls him a devil in t he f or m of  a 

cat . Her e and t her e, it  is st ill easy t o f ind Macavit y; but  when at  t he cr ime scene, never . 
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Direct ions (Q. Nos 1- 6) Read the ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

Macavit y ‘s a Myst er y cat :he’s 

Called t he Hidden Paw 

For  he’s t he mast er  cr iminal 

Who can def y t he Law. 

He’s t he baf f lement  of  Scot land Yar d, 

The Flying Squar d despair : 

For  when t hey r each t he scene of  cr ime- 

Macavit y’s not  t her e. 

1.  What  is Macavit y called? 

  (a) A myst er y cat          (b) A f akir  

  (b) Scot land Yar d                                      (d) The Flying Squad 

  (a) A myst er y cat  

2.  What  does he do? 

  (a) He def ies t he law    (b) He cat ches t he t hieves 

  (c) He is a pr ivat e det ect ive   (d) HE sleeps on t he st r eet s 

 (a) He def ies t he law 

3.  The word baf f lement  means……………… 

  (a) Puzzled      (b) dif f icult     (b) Cr ippled       (d) disor der  

  (a) puzzled 

4.  Why is the Scot land Yard baf f led? 

  The Scot land Yar d is baf f led because t hey do not  cat ch hold of  Macavit y. 

5.  What  is Scot land Yard? 

  Scot land Yar d is t he headquar t er s of  t he London police f or ce. 

6.  Why is Macavit y called the mast er criminal? 

   Macavit y is called t he mast er  cr iminal because of  his shr ewdness in escaping ever y 

cr ime scene. 

 

Ext ract  Based Quest ions  

Ext ract  1 
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Direct ions (Q.  Nos 1- 6) Read t he ext ract  given below and answer the f ollowing quest ions.  

Macvit y,Macavit y, t her e’s no 

One like Macavit y, 

For  he’s a f iend in f eline shape, 

A monst er  of  depr avit y. 

You may meet  him in a by-st r eet , you 

May see him in t he squar e, But  when a cr ime’s 

Discover ed, t hen Macavit y’s not  t her e! 

1.  Who is t he speaker of  t hese lines? 

  (a) The poet    (b) The f akir    (c) Macavit y   (d) Passer s by 

  (a) The poet  

2.  Choose a word that  could be used as an alt ernat ive f or cat .  

  (a) Fiend    (b) Fakir    (c) Feline   (d) Fr iend 

  (c) Feline 

3.  What  t it le is given t o Macavit y in t he above ment ioned lines? 

  (a) Myst er y cat      (b) The hidden paw   

  (c) Monst er  of  depr avit y    (d) Mast er  cr iminal 

  (c) Monst er  of  depr avit y 

4.  Why does t he poet  say that  there is no one like Macavit y? 

  The poet  say t hat  t her e is no one like Macavit y because Macavit y was unique. He did 

many cr imes, but  never  got  caught  by anyone. 

5.  Why is he called t he monster of  depravit y? 

   He is called t he monst er  of  depr avit y because he was mor ally hollow and cor r upt . 

6.  Where all does one come across Macavit y? 

  One easily came acr oss Macavit y in a by-st r eet  or  in t he squar e. 

 

 

Ext ract  2 


